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About the Author

From K to 5, G/T to Reading Recovery, and
enrichment to Title |, | have taught it all. It was my
privilege to develop & co-author a district model
for gifted/talented education for 2 school districts
and to develop & implement a system for
mentoring young gifted children with experts in
. their areas of interest. As an education specialist
at the University of lllinois, | developed differentiated curricula
and evaluation tools for gifted students. Gifted and talented
education has been my passion throughout my career.

For 16 years, | taught first grade. That led naturally to Reading
Recovery™ and literacy support. Reading Recovery™ training,
while rigorous and demanding, improved every aspect of my
teaching. The training has made me a better observer and
problem solver. It also revealed my zeal for early literacy and
at-risk students.

After 26 years, | left the classroom to develop a district program
for enrichment students that combined a pull-out model with a
mentoring system. With no prescribed courses for K-5 enrich-
ment, | resumed curricula and resource development. Today, |
continue that path as a TpT teacherpreneur. The richness of my
experiences allows me to be a versatie and expansive
developer of curricula for all elementary levels.
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http://itsabouttimeteachers.blogspot.com/
https://www.instagram.com/itsabouttimeteachers/
http://pinterest.com/barbararevans51/
mailto:itsabouttimeteachers@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/ItsAboutTimeTeachers.
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Barbara-Evans

Thank you for your purchase! Itis my goal to have the time of my life
creating great products that will save you time. Please take the time
to leave feedback. That feedback will earn you credit toward future
purchases on TpT and will guide me in creating ever better products.

| strive to produce high quality resources that are free of errors. If you
find a mistake, please email me (link above) so that | may fix it
immediately. To thank you for your time, | will send you, absolutely
free, any product from my store of the same or lower price.

Follow me on TpT to learn about new products and sales. All new
products are 50% off for the first 48 hours. | would love it if you would
also follow me on the above social media links.

-Pard tvins

TERNES OF USE
YOU SR YU MIRY Mer

 Utilize this product for personal/ student | « Give this resource to your friends/

use in your classroom.

Purchase additional licenses at a
mayjor discount for others to utilize this.
Employ this product with future classes.
My products are subject to frequent
updates and revisions so please check
back to download the latest version.
Post pictures of your students’ products
on your blog &/or personal website(s)
IF you include attribution to me by
linking to my TpT store @
www.teacherspay teachers.com/
Store/Barbara-Evans.

colleagues.

Copy this product, in whole or in part,
for use by others. You may, of course,
make a class set of any printables
intended for student use.

Post this resource, in part or in whole,
on any website. This prohibition
includes your personal website(s),
school website(s), school district
website(s), college/university web-
site(s), &/or commercial website(s).
Offer this product or any like copy for
sale or for free.
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You may be interested in these products, as well:

A CRatiiy Project | A{ETGG ACTEaIN g

Graphics Gratitude:
www.etc.usf.edu/clipart/
www.chicagobullspictures.com/
www.en.wikipedia.org/
www.printfree.com/
www.pixgood.com/
www.fasttech.com/
www.logo-kid.com/
www.vicevega.com/
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©BarbaraEvans2019 All rights reserved. Purchase of this unit entitles the purchaser the right to reproduce the pages in limited
quantities for classroom use only. Duplication for an entire school, an entire school system, or commercial purposes is strictly
forbidden without written permission from the publisher. Barbara Evans itsabouttimeteachers@gmail.com

Copying any part of this product and placing it on the internet in any form (even a personal/classroom website) is strictly
forbidden and is a violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA). This product can be located through a Google
search if placed on websites without permission from the author. Violators are subject to the penalties of the DMCA.
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Welcome to

Four traits of gifted and talented students are: fluency, flexibility, elaboration
and originality. You can enhance these quadlities in your students by leading
them on a journey that will enrich and extend your curricula. Challenge your
students to explore new worlds via creative thinking.

Among the skills that are reinforced through these projects are:
e [ntuitive and inferential thinking
o Spatial relationships
e Synthesis
L]

Metaphoric thinking

These activities are infended fo be stimulating and enjoyable. They are
stfructured to be used at one week intervals in order to allow sufficient time for
exploration. Send each week's activity description home on Friday with a due
date of the folowing Friday. During the ensuing week, students should give
the activity their attention both at home and in school. Parents, siblings, and
caregivers dre encouraged to work with your students in these endeavors,
and thereby nuriure the home-school connection. Products should be
brought to school on the due date and shared with the class. | recommend
that participation be voluniary.

Following the assignment page for each project are Notes to the Teacher.
These notes include suggestions for ensuring the success of the project based
on years of implementation. Also included is a certfificate that may be
reproduced and awarded to each student who participated in that week's
project. Most of the printables will reproduce well in grayscale when you set
your printer accordingly. For those that do not print well, | have included
grayscale versions.

Enjoy your voyages on this creative journey. | know yourstudents will.

@EarbaraEvans




Due date

has a gredt crayon masterpiece just waiting to come out.
All you need to do is get your box of crayons and let the
magic begin.

D id you know there is magic inside your crayonse Each one

On your journey this week, try to create a crayon masterpiece
each day. There's just one rule: NO SIMPLE CRAYON DRAWINGS!
Let your imagination go wild and use your crayons in other
creative ways. You will have reached your destination when you
bring your masterpieces in on the due date.

@ EarbarabEvans




Notes to the teacher:

The Colors of the World

This project provides an easy, non-threatening infroduction to Destination:
Imagination via Creative Thinking. In order to build enthusiasm for this
activity, demonstrate a different way to use crayons each day of the
week leading up fo the due date. Some suggestions are:

Shave old crayons with a hand held pencil sharpener or scissor
blades onto waxed paper. Place another piece of waxed paper
over the top and use an iron to melt the shavings. Before ironing,
sandwich the waxed papers between thin cardboard, such as from
a cereal box. This will protect the surface of the
ron. Set the iron on medium. Iron until all the
shavings have melted. Naturally, this fechnique
should be done with the permission and supervision
of an adultl Here's what Martha Stewart did with

her waxed paper credtions:; - —

Make a rubbing. This could be as simple as a leaf
rubbing wherein students place a leaf or leaves
under paper and rub the length of a peeled crayon
over the top. Other rubbings might produce a
sampler of textures, such as the surface of a brick,
sandpaper, corrugated cardboard, coins, or other

relatively flat objects. Examples:

Crayon resists will allow the students fo breqk the rule quuT no
simple crayon drawings since they wil extend the activity info a
more credative realm. Emphasize the need to press hard with their
crayons in order 1o produce a more satisfying resist. You may wish to
demonstrate the difference between crayon resists with lightly
colored vs. heavily colored pieces. Then paint over the entire picture
using water colors or watered down tempera paint. Caution
students to use light strokes; no scrubbing. Large, flat brushes work
best. Suggest that students use light color crayons with dark color
paints, or vice versa. Using more than one color of paint is

G EarbarabEvans




absolutely encouraged for even more creafive pieces. For exira fun
during your demonstrations, create a message with white crayon.
When the paint is applied, your secret message wil delight your
students.

\m./ o ke

,/ g ‘
erycﬁn scruTchmgs again CI||DW students to viclate the simple drawing
rule. Affer creating an abstract design or scribbles with very heavy
strokes, students will color over the entire design with a black crayon.
Again, the students must press very hard with their crayons. Once the
entire page is solidly covered with black, they can scratch off areas of
the black with a paper clip, empty bal point pin, or other stylus,
revedling the colors beneath. The scraftchings may be a fraditional
picture, although a design often shows more creativity. Caution your

students to scrape the black away with care. Owver zealous scratching
mr:::ly not only remove the foundation colors, but eventear the paper.

STCﬂned glass effects can be achieved by colwmg very hclrd on copy
paper and then rubbing over it with baby oil. In demonstrating this
technique, begin by using a black, permanent marker to create a
series of closed shape outlines. Fill the shapes with crayon applied very
heavily. Then rub over the entire picture with a cofton bal or pad
soaked in baby oil. After alowing the baby oil to dry, create a frame
from black construction paper. Hang the masterpieces on a window
and enjoy the stained glass effect.

W‘ &

H-f'“
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« Sandpaper transfers will also require adult permission and supervision.
Students color a design or picture on sandpaper; grit of their choice. A
heavy hand is required. Caution chidren that their design will be
reversed on the final product. Their picture can be fransferred to a 1-
shirt or other fabric using an iron. Place a piece of cardboard under
the fabric fo prevent bleeding through. If using a t-shirt, place the
cardboard between the front and back of the shirt. Put the
sandpaper design face down on the fabric. Place a paper towel over
the sandpaper 1o protect the ron. Use the cotton setting on the iron.
Press firmly with the iron over the design area for about 30 seconds.
Carefully lift 1 comer of the sandpaper to check on the transfer. If
needed, apply the iron for a bit longer. Remove the sandpaper. If the
colors need to be set, as on a t-shirt, place several paper towels on top
of the design and iron again to remove excess wax. Then place the
shirt in the dryer for about 20 min. To avoid accidental color transfer,
put the shirt in the dryer by itself. When laundering for the 1¢ time,
wash by itself for the same reason.

Image on the t-shirt

Who says crayons have to be used to create coloring art? Crayons
can be used 1o buid structures and embelish objects.

You may wish fo encourage your students to bring all of their crayon
creations to school for display, but select only 1 or 2 1o describe. Such limits
prevent this activity from becoming too lengthy for the audience.

[At the end of the school year, you may invite your students to
donate theirold crayons fo you. This allows you to build a supply to
use for this project.]

G EarbarabEvans




Fa rticipation Certificates:
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Due date

- QLOGY: THE

he suffix “-ology" means the study of a certain subject.

Biology means the study of living things. Mefeorology is the

study of weather and climate. Cryptology is the study of
codes. The number of —ologies is nearly endless!

As you journey this week, study the atfached list of —ologies to
find an —ology that is particularly interesting to you. Then, create a
science shield that illustrates your field of study. Decorate the
shield using your imagination. You are not limited to drawings or
pictures. You may certainly extend the boundaries of the shield.

Write a paragraph that explains what your —ology is and why it is
important to you. You will have reached your destination when
you bring your shield and paragraph in on the due date.

@ EarbarabEvans




Due date

- CLOGY: THE
STUDY 01: —

12 N |\ grmmang

he suffix “-ology"” means the study of a certain subject.

Biology means the study of living things. Meteorology is the

study of weather and climate. Crypfology is the study of
codes. The number of —ologies is nearly endless!

As you journey this week, study the atfached list of —ologies to
find an —ology that is particularly inferesting to you. Then, create a
science shield that illustrates your field of study. Decorate the
shield using your imagination. You are not limited to drawings or
pictures. You may cerfainly extend the boundaries of the shield.

Write a paragraph that explains what your —ology is and why it is
important to you. You will have reached your destination when
you bring your shield and paragraph in on the due date.

@ Earbarabvans




-ology

the study of . . .

Anthropology . . .

Apiology . . .
Audiology . . .
Biology . . .
Cartology . ..
Cetology . . .
Conchology . . .
Criminology . . .
Cryptology . . .
Draconology . . .
Entomology . . .
Felinology . . .
Graphology . . .
Herpetology . . .

Hippology . . .
lcthyology . . .

L epidopterology . . .

Meteorology . . .
Musicology . . .
Nephology . . .
Numismatology . . .
Ophiology . . .
Ophthalmology . . .
Ornitholegy . . .
Paleontology . . .
FPedology . . .
FPharology . . .
Planetology . . .
Fyrology . . .
Seismology . . .
Sociology . . .
Speleology . . .
Storioclogy . . .
Yulcanology . . .
Zoology . . .

humans

bees

hearing

living things

maps

whales & dolphins
shells

crime & criminals
codes

dragons

insects

cats

handwriting

reptiles

horses

fish

butterflies & moths
weather & climate
music

clouds

coins

snakes

eyes

birds -
fossilized life forms
children
lighthouses
planets

fire

earthquakes & tremors
human society
caves

legends & folk tales
volcanoes

animals
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Notes to the teacher:
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Attach the list of —ologies to the assignment sheet. Emphasize that this list is
far from exhaustive. If a student has an interest not found on the list, a bit of
cyber sleuthing will most likely produce the —ology needed.

Several shield shapes are provided. You may wish fo dllow students fo

choose a shield template or randomly select shields to aftach to the
assignment.

For this project, you should prepare several shields to show the class.
(Photocopy or photograph some of your students' products each year to
add to your portfolio.) These examples should illustrate a variety of materials

that can be used and creative ways of using them. Several examples follow.

This project makes a wonderful display in a showcase or on a bulletin board.
Fach year, | time this project to coincide with our school's science fair. The
display always attracts a great deal of attention.

G EarbarabEvans




Computer generated constellations
map + starstickers

Magazine pictures Glued-on rubber snakes
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Numismatology

the study of coina

| chose numismatology because |
have collected coina all my life. My
father has collected coins all of his
life. He has a gold dollar from the
Civil War eral In our family, coin
collecting i3 a way of life. Everyone
in my family has a coin collection.
We have some coina from foreign
countries. However, we concentrate
on coina from the 4.8 A. We try to
get a complete set of €1.S. coina for
every year as they are minted. We
always check out the coina we get in
change to see if there i3 a coin we
need for our collections.

Apiology is imporfant fo me because

honey bees are disappearing. | want

people fo know about this problem

/| because we need bees fo polinate plants
g Also, | love honey on foast for

breakfast

Numismatology

LT L

L g g l'k;l":-..
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Due date

together and find that it is missing one piece. We have
the opposite problem this week. The piece above is the
only piece of the puzzle we have!

You know how frustrating it is fo put a jigsaw puzzle

To reach your destination this week, you need to design the rest
of the puzzle. A blank jigsaw puzzle is provided. Create your
design around the blue dot piece. Bring your puzzie in, fully
assembled, to share with the class. Then you will have reached
your journey’'s end.
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Notes to the teacher:

PIECE OF THE PU22LE

A puzzle template is provided with the blue dot piece in the center. When
you display the example puzzle, be sure to point out the original piece. Talk
about how it was incorporated in the overal design/picture.

If vour students cut their puzzles apart before bringing them into school, there
is a great chance that some pieces will be lost. | encourage my students 1o
leave their puzzles uncut until they show them to the class. Then they can cut
them apart and place them in a center for their friends to reassemble. It is
also a fun activity to challenge the other students to find the one piece of the
puzzle that was given in this assignment before alowing the students o cut
them apart.

The presentation award for
this project is infended to be cut apart
and placed in an envelope or sandwich
bag. The students must assemble the
puzzle to find the certificate’'s message.
Note that the cutting lines making the
puzzle pieces are all straight lines. This
will allow you to use a paper cutter and
save your valuable fime.

G EarbarabEvans
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anity plates are car license plates that bear letters and numbers that

send a message. These messages symbolize something important to the
owner. The message may tell something about the person's appearance
(REDHEAD), persondlity (WISE GUY), accomplshments [(SWM  CHMP),
occupation (EIEIO), or philosophy (OK 2 B U).

On yourjourney this week, youwil create 2 vanity plates:

1. Design a vanity license plate for someone or something well known. For
example:
+ a famous person, like Abe Lincoln or Barack Obama
+ anoccupation, such as chef, artist, or fire fighter
+ afictional character, ke Cinderella, Superman, or Harry Potter
+ afictional place, such as Never Never Land or the Land of Oz
+ a famous landmark, like Mt. Rushmore or the Pyramids of Giza

2. Design one plate for yourself. Think about something unique fo you, a
personality trait, goal, activity youlove, or message youwant to express.

Attached are templates for your license plates. Do all of your printing in upper
case letters using markers or crayons. You may use any combination of letters
and numbers, but no more than a total of /. Numbers can be used for words
(1 = won, 8 = afe]. Altemate or incomplete spelings are absolutely
acceptable (CS = sees or seas, or EZ DU/ IT). On the back of your license
plates, write your name and briefly describe what yourmessages mean.

@ Earbarabvans




LICENSE PLATE TEMPLATE
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PARTICPATION CERTIFICATE

Buckle Up



Notes to the teacher:

Infroduce the concept of vanity license plates by sharing the examples that
follow. Allow your students fo share vanity messages they may have seen
and invite them to be on the lookout for vanity plates during the week of this
assignment. Encourage your students to think of several ideas before
selecting the license plates that suit them best. Quite often, the more ideas
they generate, the more creative those ideas become.

Invite audience involvement during the presentations by instructing your
students 1o display their license plates without explanation. Classmates may
then guess what the message means. The creator can confirm the
conjectures or provide additional clues.

Award each participant a cerificate (provided) to show your appreciation
for their efforts. Add the student's name as s/he is presenting to the class
and sign your name.

Extend the fun of this project to the whole school by using the students’
icense plates to create a display in a common area.

@ Earbara Em =]




VANITY PLATE EXAMPLE

West Virginia

IM L

Wild, Wondertful

I"m late

THE FIRST STATE

EYE D

DELAWARE

Eye doctor - Ophthalmologist or optometrist

@ EarbaraEvans



VANITY PLATE EXAMPLE

Land of Lincoln

Old MacDonald or farmer

@ EarbaraEvans



VANITY PLATE EXAMPLE

Green Mountain State

Red head

@ EarbaraEvans



VANITY PLATE EXAMPLE

PUR ICHIGAN

BRGR G

michigan.org

Burger guy

New Jersey

SJGUYS

Garden State

Wise guys




VANITY PLATE EXAMPLE

ON A-{ROL

EMPIRE STATE

On a roll = truck driver

y Connecticut

Z STORK

Constitution State

The stork - obstetrician



PENNSYLVANIA

DADOF 7|

KEYSTONE STATE

ALASKA

S i

5 Ploneers of Alaska e




VANITY PLATE EXAMPLE

HAWAII

WISCONSIN

LV MY K9

America’s Dairyland

Love my dog



VANITY PLATE EXAMPLE

LAND OF ENCHANTMENT

HOEN

NEW MEXICO

Hole in 1 - golfer

Rhode Island

IM OKR

Ocean State

I'm OK, are you®?



Due date

good mystery or tfreasure hunt is just the challenge we
need. As you journey this week, you will be crafting

the clues!

To begin, determine the solufion. That's right! You start with
the answer and work back to the beginning. Create a series
of clues that lead us to your solution or treasure. You will have
arrived at your destination when you bring your clues tfo
school to share with our class.

@ EarbarabEvans




Notes to the teacher:

To promote flexibility, give your class a series of clues vastly different from
the ones on the assignment page. If time and circumstances alow, create
a series of clues that lead the class around the school, arriving at the
computer lab, or playground, or whatever works for your class. Construct
vour clues, then put them in separate envelopes that are numbered.
Hand the clues out randomly to students. Once your class is lined up and
ready to go, ask the chid with clue #1 to open the envelope and read it.
Then, as a class, follow the clue. Upon reaching that destination, ask for
clue #2 to be opened and read. Continue in this way until your class
reaches the final destination/solution. You may wish to plant a freasure at
the last stop, such as a reward ticket for your behavior system, a surprise
snack, or allow an extra recess.
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Due date

dwd ¥ 5%

BIRDS OF A FEATHER
FLOCK TOGETHER

irds like to hang out with other birds of the same species. That's frue

of most creatures in nature. Think about your friends. You like 1o play

with friends who have the same interests as you have. In other words,
you look for things you have in common when you are making friends.

Examine the objects below. They do not seem 1o have much in common.
You have a whole week 1o figure out ways they are dlike. Make a chart to
show how you compared the objects. You wil have reached your
destination when you bring your chart to school to share.
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Notes to the teacher:

BlRDS OF A FEATHER
FLOCK TOGETHER

When presenting this project,
commonadlities among disparate objects.
and invite your students to brainstorm shared traits.
on a graphic organizer.

you may want fo model finding

Bring 4 common objects to class
Record their thoughts

Pa rticipation Certificates:
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Due date

candy hearts, sweethearts, and loving hearts around

T's the season for hearts. Although we think of happy hearts,
a

lentine's Day, sometimes we encounter a broken heart.

On your journey this week, your challenge is
fo mend a broken heart. To do that, you
need fto find heart words or phrases. Write
each word or phrase on one of the broken
heart pieces. Then write what it means.
Here's an example >

When you have found a word or phrase for
each piece of the broken heart, cut out the
pieces and glue the heart back together.
You will have reached your destination when
you bring your mended heart in fo share with
the class.

@ EarbarabEvans

Eat your heart
out = be jealous
or envious of,
someone







Notes to the teacher:

Mend a Broken Heart

This project challenges 2 domains: language and
spatial relationships. [t is always helpful to stimulate
flexible thinking by providing diverse examples of
heart words and phrases. Following is a list to get
you started:

Heartbeats

Heartstrings

Heartless

A bleeding heart

Wear your heart on your sleeve

Have a heart to heart talk

Hardhearted

In my heart of hearts

Brave heart

Bigheartedness

Coldhearted

Heartworms

Absence makes the heart grow fonder

Youngat heart

My heartisn'tin it

You may wish to copy the heart pieces on colored
paper in valentine colors. Or, you could
encourage your students to color the pieces. The
resulting colorful hearts make a nice bulletin board
display.

CC o5 alarment:
s CCHSFIA- baracyl 14
» CCSSFE A-literacyl 14a
= CCSOFL A-literacyl 14b
= CCHSF A-litaracyl 14c
CCOSF Al taracyl 15
CCHSF A kaacyl 25
» CCHSSFH A-literacyl 2 5a
CCOSF A-libaacyl 35
» CCOSF Al iteracyl 55a
CCOH5F A teracyl 45
» CCOSFLA-
Literacy 45a
= CCSSF A iteracyl 450k
CCSSFI Al keracyl 55
» CCHSFLA- iteracy] Bha
= CCH5SFH A- taracyl 55b

CCSSMathLontentlGAZ

A solution to mending the broken heart appears above. There are multiple
ways to reconstruct the heart, but the final shape wil be the same. This task
s similar to a tangram puzzle.

G EarbarabEvans
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Due date

symbols to represent things. FEvery letter of the alphabet is a

symbol. Vehicle dashboards are full of symbols. Public buildings
have scores of symbols, logos, and signs. When you start really looking, you
wil be surprised by how many symbols you see each day. Easy to
understand symbols are important for lots of reasons. Signs with words would
be confusing tfo someone who speaks a different language. Imagine how
upset you would be if you walked into the wrong public restroom just
because you did not know what the sign said!

As humans, we are probably the only creaiures on earth that use

As you journey this week, collect as many symbols as you can. Be sure you
know what each symbol means. Then choose 5 to bring fo school. Choose
ones you think no one else found.

Next, invent a new symbol that stands for something that does not yet have
one. You wil have reached your destination when you bring your collection
and your new symbol to show us.

@ EarbarabEvans




Notes to the teacher:

Simple Symbols

To get their creative juices flowing, show your students examples of signs they
have likely seen {followmgj Emphasize how easily they are recognized
without the benefit of words. Ask them to name other signs they know that
do not use words. Clearly, your students will be unable to bring in the actudl
signs they find this week. Assure them that a sketch of their symbols will be
just fine.

Create a symbol of your own fo show the students. [t should reflect
something common to vyour classroom and/or school. For vyour
convenience, | have create the following one that means “No Tattle Teling."”

G EarbarabEvans




McDonald's
no bicycles

@EarbaraEvans

math symbols
power on/off




men's restroom
Apple computers

@ EarbaraEvans

women's restroom
Chicago Bulls
(NBA)
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‘ ryptids are creatures that have noft been scientifically
proven fo exist, but in whom many people believe. In days

of old, tales were told of fire-breathing dragons, unicorns,
griffins, and sea serpents. Modern cryptids include the Loch Ness
Monster of Scotland, Yeti in the Himalayas, and Bigfoot in N.
America.

On your journey this week, invent a cryptid of your own. Give it a
name, creafe some make-believe sightings, and gather
“evidence" that your cryptid really exists somewhere nearby. You
will have reached your destination when you bring everything info
school to convince the rest of us that we should be on the lookout
for your creature.

@ EarbarabEvans




Notes to the teacher:

Following is photo evidence of modern day cryptids. You may wish to
share them with your students as examples of sightings. Your students
are unlkely to be able to photograph their creatures, but they can
certainly draw a picture of it. Clever students may be able to
Photoshop™ a picture to intimate the presence of their cryptid.

Other evidence of cryptids has included hair/fur samples, scalps, and
footprints. Students could make such arfifacts from yarn or fabric.
Footprints could be made in Play Doh™ or clay.

Yeti in Nepal

Yeti footprint

G EarbarabEvans
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Yeti scalp

Yeti in Poland

Bigfoot footprint, NC

54
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Bigfoot footprint, I

Loch Ness Monster
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hen you lose a tooth, the Tooth Fairy comes
around with @ little gift to make you feel better.
But where is a helpful fairy when you lose your lunch

money, your homework, or your fempere Wouldn't it be
great if a fairy appeared wheneveryou lost your waye

We need more fairies to help us when we lose things. So,
on your journey fthis week you will travel through your
imagination to create a few new fairies to help us find
whatever we have lost. Name your fairies, write a brief
description of what they will help us find, and draw a
picture so we know what they look like. You will reach your
desfination when you bring your Finding Fairies to school in
onhe week.

@ EarbarabEvans




Finclinj Fairies

Spend a few minutes brainstorming with your class about things we often
lose. This will help them build fluency and flexibility. Be prepared to
demonstrate your expectations for their Finding Fairies by presenting an
example of your own making. Following are some examples you could
share.

This is Kaptina,
the Lost Keys
Fairy. When
someohe loses
their keys, she
will help find
them.

G EarbarabEvans




This is Tyreep. He is the Lost Time Fairy.
When you lose track of time, Tyreep will help
you find it again.

G EarbarabEvans
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Due date

plane with no gaps or ovetlaps. Every tiled floor or wal is a
tessellation. Mosaics and quilts are tessellations, too. Even brick walls
are tessellated rectangles.

Tessellaﬂons are designs which can fit together in a pattem to fill a flat

Not all tessellations are made fromm geometric shapes. Some of the most
interesting tessellations are unusual shapes that depict colorful animails,
plants, or pattems. On your journey this week, you will create your own
tessellations using the slide technique. Instructions are attached.

M.C. Escher is probably the best know creator of tessellations. His work is
creative, colorful, and fascinating. Who knows? You may become as
famous as Mr. Escher. You will have reached your destination when you
bring your best tessellation picture in to share with the class.

@ EarbarabEvans




Slide Tessellation Instructions:

1. Cut a simple shape from 1 side of 4. You can now use your shape to make
your rectangle. your tessellation pattern.

2. Slide the cutout to the top of the
shape, making sure the corners meet.

5. Or, if you want, you can repeat the
slide procedure on another straight
edge.

3. Tape the cutout to the top edge.

- |
- -
- -
S Sy
o

|
.

6. Now go tessellatel
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Notes to the teacher:

When you print the assignment sheet, attach the directions for making a
side  tessellation for the benefit of adults at home. Also attach a 3"x5"
index card with lines on one side. The lines wil help to ensure that the
portions that slide to the opposite side wil be an exact maich since a
fipped overshape may be close, but not exact.

Be sure to demonstrate both making the slide tessellation shape and using it
to make a tessellated pattemn (tracing the shape with pencil and making
successive shapes match exactly). You should also share the examples of

tessellations that follow, or present one of your own. The complexity of the
design you expect will vary with the age and stage of yourstudents.

This

Terrific Tessellations Awarg

is presented to

Fartici patlon Certificate:
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Due date

usic and poetry appeal 1o people because they have a great beat,
at least when they are done wel. Did you know that rhythm is

contagiouse If you were in a room full of people in rocking chairs,
overtime they wil all begin to rock in rhythm.

Rhythm can be found in all sorts of places. The ticking of a clock, sawing
wood, a dripping faucet, and chewing gum are sources of rhythm. On your
journey this week, be on the lockout for rhythms that do not come from music
or poetry. Make a list of the rhythms you recognized. You will have reached

your destination when you bring your rhythm collection in to share with the
class.

@ EarbarabEvans




Notes to the teacher:

Activate your students' rhythm awareness by drawing their attention
to rhythms in your school environment. Can they hear the clock on
the wall tickinge Is the faucet on the sink drippinge What about the
fumace or air conditionere Are they producing any steady beats?
Throughout the week, point out rhythms you notice and encourage
yourstudentsto do the same.

For extra interest, alert the music and P.E. teachers 1o be affuned to

rhythms when your students are in their classes. Recognizing rhythms
can be a full time jobl

Pa rbicipation Certificate:
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Santa, | Can Explain...

e all know Santa has a Naughty List. Hopefully, none of us
are on that list. But, there are some names that DEFINITELY

belong on the Naughty List.

Think about some characters from fairy tales, folk tales, and
legends that behave badly. Surely they are on Santa's Naughty
List. Choose one of those villains and write a letter fo Santa from
that character’'s perspective. Explain how that character is
misunderstood. Do your best 1o persuade Santa that s/he should
be placed on the Nice List.

You will have reached your destination when you bring your letter
in tfo share with the class.

@ EarbarabEvans




Notes to the teacher:

Santa, | Can Explain...

Prior to distributing this assignment, read some fractured
fairy tales to your class. Some suggestions:

* The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka

* Honestly, Red Riding Hood Was Rotten!: The Story of
LitHe Red Riding Hood as Told by the Wolf by Trisha
Speed Shaskan

* Seriously, Cinderella Is SO Annoying!: The Story of
Cinderella as Told by the Wicked Stepmother
by Trisha Speed Shaskan

* Honestly, Red Riding Hood Was Rotten!l: The Story of
Litle Red Riding Hood as Told by the Wolf by Trisha
Speed Shaskan

* Believe Me, Goldilocks Rocks!: The Story of the Three Bears as Told by
Baby Bear by Nancy Loewen

* Really, Rapunzel Needed a Haircull: The Story of Rapunzel as Told by
Dame Gothel by Jessica Gunderson

* Trust Me, Jack's Beanstalk S$tinks!: The Story of Jack and the Beanstalk
as Told by the Giant by Eric Braun

* Frankly, | Never Wanted to Kiss Anybody!: The Story of the Frog Prince
as Told by the Frog by Nancy Loewen

RTH [RT [T]
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Dear Santa,

It has come to my attentionthat you may have put my
name on the “naughty list.” If thisistrue, it most certainlyis an
error. Let me explain:

First, please remember that this whole incident with
Dorothy began when she killed my sister. She claims it was
“accidental,” but really, can crushing someone under your house
actually be an accident?

You also need to remember that Dorothy stole an
extremely valuable pair of shoes. Those ruby slippers should
clearly be mine as they belonged to my late sister.

Surely you must realize that my actions were the
result of my overwhelming grief and righteousindignation over
the crimes Dorothy committed. In fact, that low down, rotten

thief and killer, is the one that belongs on your naughty list; not
mellll

Sincerely,
The Witch of the West

(Notice | did not say the
wicked witch of the west
because | am NOT wicked! I'm
nice.)

P.S. All Il want for Christmas is those ruby slippers that Dorothy
stole!
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Writihg —

without % /
Words

rifing without wordse |s that possiblee They say a
W picture is worth a thousand words. So, if that is true, it
is possible to "write" a story without using any words.
And that is your destination this week. Create a short story that

is told only through pictures. Bring it in one week from today
and you will have reached your journey's end.

Here is an example:

@ EarbarabEvans




Notes to the teacher:

Writing without Words

The key to this project is To convince your students 1o keep their stories
short. You may wish fo limit them o 6 or 8 pictures. Similarly, you should
stress the need for simple pictures. Have your students display their
pictures without saying a word. Then dllow the other students to “read"
the story. The author can confirm or correct the “readings.”

Q@
A Picture

IS Worth
1000 Words!

Destination. . 13
Imagination >
via Cracive TN

EEarbaraEvans
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Due date

ome folks believe that gypsies and fortune tellers can look into their
crystal bals and see everything about another person. Most people
beleve it is al just good guesswork.

Your challenge this week is o look info your crystal ball and guess about the
life story of someone you have never met. Select a picture from a magazine
or catalog that shows a person you think you can guess about. Give your
person a name and write a short biography of that person's life. Include
when and where that person was born, where s/he went or goes 1o school,
what work s/he does, and where they live now. You can tell us about their
family, favorite foods, hobbies, and sports.

You wil have reached your destination when you bring your picture and
biography to school to share with the class.

@ EarbarabEvans




Notes to the teacher:

THE CI'YSTAL BALL
CadN SE€ IT dlLL

As always, it is wise tfo present a picture and biography of your own before
launching your students on this journey. Selecting a picture of a chid similar
in age to your studentsis a good idea. An example picture and story follow.

AL e

[ N [T 8
(S [ [

In the past, | have told my students that the child in the example picture used
to aftend our school, but has moved away to another state. That allows me
to color the biography with names and places that are famiiar to my

students. The richer your details are, the richer their biographies are likely to
be.

G EarbarabEvans




Example Blography:

I'd like to introduce Thomas Tyler. Thomas, who does not like to be called Tom
or Tommy, is 10 years old. He is in the 5" grade, but not here in our school.
Last year, he was in our school. Then his father got a new job in Raleigh, NC.
Thomas used to live across the street from me. It was really sad when his
family moved away last summer.

Thomas and | have been friends since we were 4. Our moms were BFFs. Our
dads played golf together. His oldest sister, Maryann, used to babysit for my
little brother. | didn’t need a babysitter, so Maryann would just play games with
me.

Neither Thomas nor | like to play football. We are soccer players. We were
both on the Tigers' soccer team. Our coach called us the “Dynamic Duo”
because we were so good at passing the ball back and forth to each other.
Thomas is left footed, so he would cover the left side of the field. I'm right
footed, so | covered the right side of the field. We are both really fast runners,
so we would just race down the field passing the ball back and forth to each
other. Between us, we scored 12 goals last season. Our team won the city
championship!

I've lived in this town my whole life, but not Thomas. He was born in
Kalamazoo, MI. His dad always said Thomas came from a zoo, the Kalama
Zoo. They moved here when Thomas was four years old. We became friends
when we started preschool. Then we were both in Mrs. Daly’s kindergarten. In
first grade, we were in different classes. After that, we were always in the same
class.

Thomas is a huge basketball fan. His favorite college team is the Duke Blue
Devils. Now that he lives near where the Blue Devil's play, he'll probably get to
watch them play in person. If he grows tall enough, Thomas hopes to be a Blue
Devil one day.

Our families used to have backyard barbecues together a lot. My mom always
made deviled eggs for the barbecues. Thomas loved those deviled eggs so
much that one time he ate the entire plate of them! My mom had to make
another batch of deviled eggs. Mrs. Tyler asked him why he ate so many.
Thomas just grinned and said he did it in honor of the Duke Blue Devils. | don't
think I'll ever eat a deviled egg again without thinking about my old friend,
Thomas.

@ Earbarabvans
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lectronic games seem to be taking over the world of

games. Friends and families used to play board games

together. When was the last time you played checkers,
Clue™, or Monopoly™ ¢

On your journey this week, play a few board games. Decide
what makes them fun. Then develop your own board game.
Create the board and pieces. Give your board game a name
and write down the rules. You can use any materials for the
game except electricity or batteries. You will have reached
your journey's end when you bring your game in fo share with
our class.

@ EarbarabEvans




Notes to the teacher:

Are Board Games

Boring?

L

Since the ftitle of this project asks

the question, “Are board games YES
boringe,” allow your students to
cast ther voftes. After each
presenter displays his/her game,
have that student vote by placing

a tally mark on a simple T-chart
that you provide.

The example of a new board game that | share with my students
is reverse checkers. Displaying a checkerboard and its usual
pieces, | explain that in my game, Unchecked, the goal is 1o
have all of your checkers jumped and taken off the board
before your opponent has all of his checkers removed.

1A AHIUR

JNCHECKED!

UNCHECKED!

Once your students have presented their games, ask permission
fo keep the games at school for a specific time period. Then

allow the class to play the games during indoor recess or when
they have free time.

G EarbarabEvans
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new perspective can change everything. Even the same thing

can appear completely different when you look at it from another

viewpoint. On your journey this week, you will look at things from a
new perspective and describe what you see.

Look at the 4 shapes on the bottom of the next page. Choose one to cut
out and glue in the center of the square on that page. Then, fry to think of
4 things that shape could be. Write yourideas on the lines below if.

Now rotate the paper 90°. Study the picture from this new perspective.
Think of 4 different things the shape could be and write your ideas on the
ines. Continue to rotate the paper until you have looked at the shape from
all 4 perspectives. Record your ideas for each new view. When you bring
the paper with all of your ideas to school, you wil have reached your
destination.

@ EarbarabEvans
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Notes to the teacher:

New perSPeCtive

This divergent thinking acftivity is a great way to exercise your students'
fluency, flexibility, elaboration, and originality. When you explain and

demonstrate this project, emphasize
This journey is all about creativity.

that there are NO RIGHT ANSWERS.

On the following page is a shape you may use to demonstrate the process
of rotating the shape and seeing it rom a new perspective. Encourage
your students to think flexibly as they brainstorm. Do not hesitate fo add a
few ideas if yourstudents are struggling.

FPa rl:icipatian Certificates:
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afari means journey in Swahili, an African language. When
s most people think of a safari, they picture fourists on a
journey in Africa observing wild animals. Butf you can go on
safari right in your own neighborhood.

This week's challenge is fo go on Symmetry Safari. While on
your journey, be on the look-out for objects and animals that
have symmetry. You might find symmetric patterns in a carpet
or quilt, a butterfly or ladybug, a gate or a gourd. Make a
sketch of af least 5 examples of symmetry that you observed on
your safari. You will have reached your destination when you
share your sketches with the class.

@ EarbarabEvans




Notes to the teacher:

As always, it is wise to present a sampling of symmetric shapes
that your students could find on their safari. In doing this, you
help instill flexibility and fluency in their thinking. Thus, make your
examples diverse. For your convenience, | have included
numerous pictures of symmetrical objects your students could
conceivably encounter. As you fraverse the school with your
class this week, challenge them fto find symmetry in their
environment. Encourage them to look beyond the bricks and
files.

G EarbarabEvans
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